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Springfield, IL 62706 
Dear Mr. Carlson: 

The following describes the details of the releases of sodium 
hydroxide solution from our facility on May 10 and 11. 

A 50% sodium hydroxide solution is used in conjuction with the 
regeneration of water deionization units and to neutralize acid 
also used in the regeneration process. The neutalization takes 
place in a holding sump and occurs one to two times daily. 
After neutralization, the effluent flows into the plant's sewer 
system and eventually reaches the American Bottoms Regional 
Wastewater Treatment facility in Sauget, Illinois. 

At 10:30 p.m. on May 10, our maintenance workers were working on 
the sodium hydroxide control system. The workers did not close a 
manual valve, which allowed the sodium hydroxide solution to be 
discharged into the sump and then into the sewers. The release 
was detected and shut off after 40 minutes. The spill was not 
.reported to anyone at that time since the supervisor felt the 
release was below the reportable quantity of 1000 pounds. 

At approximately 2:30 a.m. on May 11, an operator was opening the 
manual valve to neutralize a batch of acidic material. The opera
tor failed to fully close the valve at the end of the operation. 
This allowed the soditim hydroxide left in the storage tank to flow 
into the sump and out the sewer. This continued until 5:30 a.m. 
when the storage tank was empty. The second release was not 
discovered until 9:00 a.m. on May 11, at which time the plant 
notified the American Bottoms Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant, 
the Illinois EPA, the Emergency Services Disaster Agency, and the 
National Spill Response Center. 

A total equivalent to 1100 gallons of 50% sodium hydroxide solu
tion was released during the two incidents. Both releasespjwere 
caused by operator errors. Both releases went dioacCJgĴ 'a'̂ the 
£3ewer system and did not pose any actual or potentrial hazards to 
the plant, neighborhood, or environment. . *ft̂g 
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.Approximately 10,000 gallons of dilute sodium hydroxide solution 
was left in the sump. This material had a pH of 13.0. Acid was 
added to neutralize this solution and the material was discharged 
to the sewers. 

The following information satisfies the requirements of 35 IL 
Section 725.156(j): 

1. Name, address and telephone number of operator: 

Pfizer Pigments Inc. 
2001 Lynch Avenue 
E. St. Louis, IL 62205 
(618) 271-4700 

2. Name, address and telephone number of the facility: 

Pfizer Pigments Inc. 
2 001 Lynch Avenue 
E. St. Louis, IL 62205 
(618) 271-4700 

3. Date, time and type of incidents: 

May 10, 1988 1:30 - 2:10 p.m. 
May 11, 1988 3:30 - 5:30 a.m. 
Chemical release 

4. Name and quantity of material(s) involved: 

50% Sodium Hydroxide Solution 
1100 gallons (estimate) 

5. Injuries 

None 

6. Actual/potential hazards to human health or the environ
ment: 

7. Estimated quantity and disposition of recovered material. 

Approximately 10,000 gallons of dilute sodium hydroxide 
was neutralizer with sulfuric acid in a concrete sump. 

Operato.T error caused both releases. All employees involved in 
this operation have received information regarding the causes of 
the incidents and steps to take to avoid a recurrence. 



Please contact Mr. Jeff Carlton at this location if you need 
additional information. 

Sincerely, 

."Roger E. Rader 
Plant Manager 

:rm 

cc: Regional Adminstrator 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Region V 
230 South Dearborn St. 
Chicago, IL 60604 

Tom Powell 
Emergency Response Specialist 
Division of Land Pollution Control 
2009 Mall Street 
Collinsville, IL 62234 

George Foster 
E. St. Louis Emergency Services Disaster Agency Coordinator 
120 N. 3rd Street 
E. St. Louis, IL 62201 


